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Cheryl Dupont is the Artistic Director of the 
New Orleans Children’s Chorus and Youth 
Chorale. Although she is known throughout 
the United States for her work with children’s 
choirs, Cheryl is also experienced at working 
with mixed choirs on the high school, college and adult levels. 
She has many years of experience as a high school choral director, 
and served as Interim Director of Choral Activities at the Univer-
sity of New Orleans for the 1999-2000 academic year. Mrs. Dupont 
has also served as an Instructor of Voice at the University of New 
Orleans, Womens’ Chorus Director at Loyola University of the 
South, and as Associate Conductor of the Symphony Chorus of 
New Orleans.  Other experience includes teaching and conduct-
ing on the elementary level and in churches.  Her choirs have 
won numerous awards in music festivals throughout the South, 
and have appeared at state as well as regional conventions of the 
American Choral Directors Association and the national conven-
tion of the Organization of American Kodaly Educators 

Mrs. Dupont is in demand as a guest conductor, clinician and 
adjudicator. She has conducted numerous all-state choirs 
throughout the country, and frequently conducts honor choirs 
for children, middle school, junior high and high school. She 
holds the Bachelor of Music Education degree in Piano and Voice 
and the Master of Music Education degree in Conducting 
Per-formance, both from Loyola University of the South, and 
the Artist-Teacher Diploma from the Choral Music Experience 
Institute. She is a Master Teacher for the Choral Music Exper-
ience Institute, working in the field of advanced training of 
choral teacher/conductors. For fifteen years Cheryl has directed 
CME courses in South Carolina, North Carolina and Kansas, 
and served as a Teaching Associate at CME Institutes in the US, 
England, Sweden, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. In addition, 
she is the Artistic Director and Conductor of the Crescent City 
Choral Festival, an annual choral festival for children throughout 
the United States, which is in its seventeenth successful year. In 
2006 she directed the Children’s Honor Chorus at the Southern 
regional convention of the America Choral Directors Association 
and in March of 2010, she conducted the Youth Treble Honor 
Choir at Western Division ACDA.

Mrs. Dupont has assumed many leadership roles on the district 
level of the Louisiana Music Educators Association. An active 
member of the American Choral Directors Association, she 
currently serves as the National Repertoire and Standards 
Chairperson for Children and Community Youth, having previ-
ously served as Southern Division Chair. She is the founder and 
chairperson of the Louisiana ACDA Children’sAll-State Chorus 
and served two terms as president of the Association for Choral 
Music Education.

Cheryl Dupont
     artistic director

Bob Chilcott
     guest artist
Bob Chilcott, described by The 
Observer as “a contemporary hero 
of British Choral Music”, has become one of the most widely 
performed composers of choral music in the world. He has 
a large catalogue of works published by Oxford University 
Press which reflects his wide taste in music styles and his 
commitment to writing music that is both singable and 
communicative.

From his catalogue of larger works, Salisbury Vespers, 
written in 2009, was first performed by over 600 singers and 
players in Salisbury Cathedral. His Requiem, of 2010 has 
now been performed in sixteen countries, and his large-scale 
cantata, The Angry Planet, was premièred in the 2012 BBC 
Proms by 550 adult and young singers. In March 2013 his 
St John Passion was premièred in Wells Cathedral by the 
Cathedral Choir conducted by Matthew Owens. Most recently 
he wrote The King shall rejoice for the service at Westminster 
Abbey to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the Coronation 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second.

Of his smaller works, A Little Jazz Mass, commissioned by the 
New Orleans Children’ Chorus for the Crescent City Choral 
Festival remains a favourite with choirs around the world as 
do many of his pieces for children’s choir, including the piece 
with sign language, Can you hear me? Chilcott is a frequent 
Guest Artist at the Crescent City Choral Festival and has 
written these other works for the Festival: Be Simple Little 
Children, Happy Land, This Day, I Lift My Eyes, Jazz Songs of 
Innocence, and My Dancing Day.

Between 1997 and 2004 he was conductor of the chorus of 
The Royal College of Music in London and since 2002 he has 
been Principal Guest Conductor of The BBC Singers. He has 
been privileged to conduct many choirs in some 30 countries 
over the last ten years. Over the coming eighteen months 
he will conduct in Russia, Canada, the USA, Japan, Czech 
Republic, Germany, the Netherlands, Italy, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Norway.

There are four recordings of his music on the Signum label 
performed by The BBC Singers, The King’s Singers, The Sirens, 
and The NFL Wroclaw Philharmonic Choir. His Requiem 
is recorded on the Hyperion label by the Choir of Wells 
Cathedral, who will also record his St John Passion in 2014. 
In 2013 an album of his music was released on the Naxos 
label by The Wellensian Consort and in the autumn of the 
same year Naxos released a recording of his Christmas music 
sung by the chamber choir Commotio. His music has been 
recorded by many other choirs and groups including 
Tenebrae, The Cambridge Singers, The Choir of King’s 
College, Cambridge and The Choir of Westminster Abbey.



Great Music Making and FUN!

The New Orleans Children’s Chorus 
is delighted to present the 18th annual 
Crescent City Choral Fetival, which 
will be held in  downtown New Orleans 
June 23-27, 2017. The festival offers 
young singers the opportunity to work 
with native New Orleans conductor 
Cheryl Dupont, guest artist Bob Chil-
cott, and sing with other choirs in one of 
America’s historic cities.

Featured Attractions 
• Mass choir rehearsals with Bob Chilcott and Cheryl Dupont

• Celebration concert in historic St. Louis Cathedral  
 in Jackson Square

• Individual performance on final concert (optional);   
 other individual performance opportunities 

• Post-concert dinner cruise on the Mississippi River

• Admission to the Aquarium of the Americas

• Dinner and Dancing Evening

• Free time to explore the Riverwalk, the Zoo, the   
 French Quarter and other New Orleans attractions,   
 and to dine on wonderful New Orleans cuisine

• Optional pre-festival

• Commissioned work by Bob Chilcott to be 
  premiered at the final concert.

Application Information
Interested choirs should complete the enclosed  
application form and mail it with a CD or DVD and 
the $50 non-refundable application fee to the New 
Orleans Children’s Chorus. The audition recording 
must feature at least three selections from the 2015-16 
season, and must be accompanied by at least one pro-
gram from the 2015-16 season. The festival will have a 
rolling admission until all spaces are filled. Interested 
choirs are asked to apply early, as space is limited. 
Letters of acceptance will be issued within two weeks 
of application receipt. The $750 festival deposit and 
contract must be returned to NOCC within 2 weeks of 
receipt of festival acceptance.

Preferred deadline is October 1, 2016. Applications 
received after October 1, 2016 will be accepted on a 
space available basis.

Hotel Accommodations 
Festival package includes four nights and five days accommo- 
dations in the beautiful Loew’s hotel in downtown New Orleans. 
The only meals included in the Basic Package are the Dinner/
Dance and the Post-concert Cruise, but the Deluxe Package 
includes all meals and activities.

Schedule 
Friday:  arrival, hotel check-in, first rehearsal

Saturday/Sunday: one massed choir rehearsal each day, free 
time for sightseeing, Dinner and Dancing Evening

Monday:  Rehearsal at St. Louis Cathedral, massed choir 
concert, dinner cruise on Riverboat Natchez

Tuesday: departure

Cost
$489 per person, quad occupancy 
Basic Package with inclusions described
$705 per person, quad occupancy, Deluxe 
Package including all meals and activities

Who May Attend
All SATB or SAB choirs are eligible to attend the 
Mixed Choir track. School,community and church 
choirs are encouraged to apply. Any treble chorus is 
eligible to apply, whether it is a girls’ choir, boychoir 
or children’s choir – representing school, church or 
community. 

Come to New Orleans… 
a historic and unique city.

History & Hope


